
Page 1 

                                               
 

       

  

             

       33rd Biennial LWML Convention,  

    June 25-28, 2009, Portland, Oregon 

 

LOOK at the calendar! Only one month until the 2009 Convention in Portland begins.  
Have you made your travel plans? Now is the time to finalize your plans to be part of the LWML 

convention June 25-28, 2009! I look forward to attending this convention with the six delegates, 

two Young Women Representatives, Pastor Strawn, and members of the Wyoming LWML.   
 
The Wyoming District Caucus is on Thursday, June 25, at 4 p.m. in Room D132 and the Wyoming District 

Photos will be taken on Friday, June 26, at 5:40 p.m. in Exhibit Hall A. Everyone is Welcome! 
 
There are ways that you can help the attendees for the convention: pray for all those involved with the planning 

of this convention; assist with monetary gifts to help defray the costs for your delegate to attend; or donate 

mites towards the 'Mission in Motion' walk that will take place in Portland (contact your zone delegate).  

 

Remember that in all aspects of your life, whether or not you will be attending the convention, God Reigns! 

 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring 

good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  Isaiah 52:7 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 

 

The Wyoming District LWML 2010 Convention 

June 17-19, 2010 

Gering Convention Center 

Gering, Nebraska 

         Theme:  “Grace, Faith, Peace, Joy, Hope”   

  Romans 5:1-2 
 The Chimney Rock Zone is looking In this issue: 
   forward to hosting the Wyoming Diane Schurman ~ Headwaters Zone 
      District LWML Convention in Joan Anderson ~ Powder River Zone 
Gering, Nebraska-June, 17-19, 2010. Evie Miller ~ Scholarships 

 Pastor Strawn ~ Junior Counselor 
 We celebrate our 20th Convention! Cynthia Yantzi ~ Financial Secretary 

 Danyne Six ~ VP of Christian Life 

Gerry Neeriemer, President Connie Cordes ~ VP of Gospel Outreach 
WyDistPres@gmail.com Lori Lewis ~ YWR/Web News 

 

Because of God’s Grace, we have Faith which creates Peace and Joy in serving the Lord 

and gives us everlasting Hope! 

(Can you create a sentence using the theme words as a closing statement like Jan Vogelsang did?) 

W

yo

mi

ng       

Di

stri

ct        

Wyoming District LWML 
Spiritual Resource Newsletter 

Spring/Summer 2009 

 

President’s Message 



Page 2 

                                   

                 Headwaters Zone Report                                                                         
      
The Headwaters Zone met for the Spring Workshop Saturday, April 25, at Trinity in Rock Springs. Our Bible Study 

was the “Christian’s Relationship with God.”  We were separated into small groups and were blessed to have many 

of the Pastors from our zone in attendance who served as leaders for each group for our Bible study.  Our Fall Rally 

will be held Saturday, Sept. 26, 2009, in Dubois.  We will elect a new Secretary/Historian and need to find a new 

President-Elect/Christian Life Chairman due to the resignation of our current President-Elect.   
 

Headwaters Zone is planning to have a “Retreat Evening” on Sept. 25, the night before our Fall Rally.  Plans are 

being made for the “Retreat.”   We will have Josh and Krista Kammerlohr speak at the rally. They worked for 

the LCMS church as teachers in Papua, New Guinea.  

 

Diane Schurman, Zone President 
 

 

                              Powder River Zone Report                                       
  

The Powder River Zone met on April 25 at Trinity in Casper.  We had over 20 ladies present. Pastor Firminac 

led a wonderful Bible study on the "Cross of Christ." Sketches and skits were presented by Shari Bothwell, 

Shirley Mortenson, and Debbie Lee. Lunch was delicious, as all LWML lunches are.  

 

In Christ's love and mercy, 

Joan Anderson, Zone President. 

 

 

 

WYOMING DISTRICT LWML SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

 

The Wyoming District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League has selected three recipients who will each 

receive $4,400.00 for the 2009-2010 school years.  They are: 

 Nathan Neugebauer of Gering, Nebraska who will be a Senior at Concordia University, Seward, NE 

preparing to be a pastor. 

 Abbey Zenk of Riverton, Wyoming who will be a Junior at Concordia University, Wisconsin preparing 

to be a teacher. 

 Tyrel Bramwell of Rock Springs, Wyoming who will be a Senior at Concordia University, Ann Arbor 

studying to be a pastor. 

Evie Miller, VP Human Care 
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Wyoming District 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

Financial Secretary’s Report 
Fiscal Year 2008 – 2009 ~ April 1, 2008 – March 31, 2009 

 
INCOME 
 Mites  1st Quarter   $   6090.65 
   2nd Quarter   $   3709.80 
   3rd Quarter   $11,594.86 
   4th Quarter   $   8877.36 
   Other mite offerings  $     837.20 

Total Mites      $31,109.87 
   

 Quarterlies       $   3841.50 
 
 Equalization       $   1502.00 
 
 Gifts/Special Offerings/Memorials    $     391.52 
 
 Pitsch Scholarship Fund     $     500.00 
 
 Interest 
  Bangert Trust Fund   $   499.90    
  Treasurer’s Checking Account $     34.06 
  Pitsch Account   $   858.98 
  Total Interest      $   1392.94 
 
 Scholarship Donation      $      40.00 
 
 Other Income 
  Convention Offerings/ Ingatherings/ Misc 
   Recycle Ink Cartridges  $     45.50 
   Worship Service Offering  $ 1048.25 
   Pledge Walk Donations  $   294.00 
   Ingathering    $ 2248.15 
   Convention Offering   $   667.00 
   Close out Convention Acct  $   854.82 
  LWML Store     $ 1111.57 

Room Reimbursement   $   305.00 
  Reimbursement to Steward Acct  $   300.99 
  Steward Acct – Expenses for AOL   $ 1096.97 
  Checks for opening checking acct  $     16.95 
  
  Total Other Income     $   7989.20 
 
TOTAL INCOME FOR 08 – 09 Fiscal Year    $46,767.03 
 

    Respectfully submitted,  
Cynthia Yantzi 

Financial Secretary 
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Junior Pastoral Counselor’s Message— 

Looking Forward 
It’s hard to believe that school is now out. Summer is here. Vacations, camping trips, a little extra time for 

family, a national LWML Convention--all these things seem to be the task of summer. Yet so many things are 

just around the corner. They aren’t now. They aren’t today. We are always looking forward to something else, 

sometimes good and sometimes bad. When you’re camping, you look forward to (in dread) packing up your 

camp site and going home. While we look forward to the Convention for all of its fun and fellowship, we will 

also look forward to boarding the right plane to fly home. 

 

It is this forward looking that often gets us in trouble. We may look so forward to something that we miss where 

we are at right now. We may look so forward to something that we worry and fret until we get there and then 

we begin to worry and fret about what is coming next.   

 

Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told the disciples to wait and to look forward to the coming of the 

promised gift from the Father. The disciples were more concerned with looking forward to when the kingdom 

would come. Jesus wanted them to know that they would receive a special gift. They wanted all power and 

glory to be revealed. Jesus wanted to empower them to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth, even in the 

midst of all trial and suffering that they would face.  (Luke 24:44-53 and Acts 1:1-11) 

 

That is our pure joy--that the final promise Jesus spoke to His disciples was that He would always be with them, 

even to the end of the age. That promise which bore beautiful fruit for the 11 also bears fruit for you, as well.  

Even though Jesus bodily ascended into heaven, He yet remains with us bodily in water and Word, bread and 

wine.   

 

Even though we spend most of our time looking forward to something that is to come, we know that when we 

look forward, one thing never changes--our Savior’s promise to be with us all the way until His return.  That’s 

something to truly look forward to! 

 
Rev. Allen Strawn 

WY District LWML Junior Counselor 

 

 

Wyoming LWML Mission Grants for 2008-2010 

1.  Star Valley Mission       $   800 --paid  

2.  WY District Lutheran Elementary Schools              $3,000 --paid 

3.  Orphan Grain Train – Nile River Barge    $5,000 --paid 

4.  Trinity/HOPE – Lutheran Schools in Haiti    $5,000 --paid 

5.  Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, Mo.   $3,000 --paid 

6.  WY District – LCMS Evangelism Committee-TTGNAJ      $3,000 --pd 1/2 

7.  Concordia Theological Society, Ft. Wayne, Ind.   $3,000 

8.  Lutheran School of Guatemala      $5,000 

9.  Lutheran Blind Mission                  $5,000 

10. LCMS World Relief & Human Care-The Themba Trust       $1,200  
 

Total Amount of Mission Grants of the Wyoming District      $34,000 
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I’m excited to write my first article for the District Newsletter as V.P. of Christian Life!  I’ve written this article 

several times, but each time has been on a walk; I’ve never taken the time to actually write it down:  today is the 

day! Today is the day that the Lord hath made, let us be glad!  Glad, you say, when the economy is a mess, 

national security is precarious, at the best, and my daughter who is 31 weeks pregnant is having pre-mature 

labor pains?  Yes, today! 

As my mission verse below states, I’m thankful to the Lord for His Grace--Grace that is given to me that I 

might have eternal life, in spite of my forthcomings and at times, unlikable self!  I live this life with Joy, every 

day thanking the Lord for my 24 hours, to be productive, or not. Seeking Peace with those that I encounter; it’s 

easy to be critical, but more fun to be appreciative and accepting. We can extend Hope by being willing to lend 

a hand, an ear or most importantly a prayer for those that cross our paths daily, physically or in thought. Isn’t it 

amazing when we start praying for others, how many we have to pray for? 

 

In closing, I wish all who read this a wonderful day--Let Us Be Glad! 

“Thanks to God for His Grace, which is faithfully given to me so that I might live this life with Joy, seeking 

Peace with all whom I encounter and extending Hope to those who desperately need it" 

 

Danyne Six, VP Christian Life 

 

 

 
  

(The following articles are submitted by Connie Cordes) 

 

Trinity/Hope 10-Year Anniversary Edition Newsletter 

―Dirt Cakes‖ by John Hall 

I vividly remember the first reference I ever heard of people in Haiti eating dirt cakes.  At a stateside meeting, 

Jay Brinkmeyer, a former missionary to Haiti, and a current member of Trinity/HOPE’S board of directors 

made the comment, “The people in Central Plateau are in such need they are eating dirt.”  When I came home I 

immediately asked Carol, my wife who is an RN, about it.  She told me there is medical term, pica, which 

means an abnormal craving for certain unnatural foods, as clay or chalk, sometimes occurring in pregnancy, 

hysteria and chlorosis (extreme anemia). 

 

On my first trip to Central Plateau, I saw dirt being mined and saw the cakes for sale in markets.  The manager 

of our programs told us that while some cakes were made locally that the bags of clay were principally shipped 

to Port au Prince where there was a real industry to make the cakes with water, a little salt and honey and sell 

them for a very minimal price.  People suffering from severe anemia and hunger eat them to alleviate the 

cravings and hunger pangs. 

 

In schools before we start feeding programs we can visually observe classic signs of severe anemia:  low 

energy, sleepiness and lethargy.  Once the feeding programs start these signs disappear, the children’s Body 

Mass Indexes rise, they are awake, alert and energetic and on the road to good general health.  No dirt cakes 

for our children.  Thanks to you, they can daily have their favorite foods of beans and rice served with a 

flavorful sauce. 

 

 WY District Grant #4 of $5,000 was paid to Trinity/HOPE for Haiti to feed approximately 125 children. 
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Exuse Me, Are You Jesus? 

(From email,  author unknown, edited and revised.)  

Salesmen after convention in a hurry to get home in an airport. One inadvertently kicked over a table display of 

apples. Apples flew everywhere, without looking back they all managed to board in time. 

ALL BUT ONE! He took compassion on the girl with apples everywhere. He was glad he did.  Young girl was blind, 

crying, frustrated and groping for her produce. Crowds swirled about her, no one stopping and no one to care for 

her plight. Salesman knelt, gathered up the apples, helped reorganize her display. 

Noticed that many of them were battered and bruised. Then gave the girl $40 for the damage and asked, “Are 

you okay? I hope we didn’t spoil your day too badly?” 

As the salesman started to walk away, the bewildered blind girl called out to him, “Mister--Are you Jesus?” 

As he caught the next flight he pondered her question. It was burning and bouncing about in his soul: 

Are you Jesus?  

Our lives are radically changed, being bought back by Jesus’ sacrifice of more than time, His entire life.  

Do people mistake you for Jesus?   

Having been redeemed by Jesus, we are freed to live lives that reflect Jesus’ love for you. The actions of Jesus in 

you interact with a world that is blind to His love, live and grace. (This reminded me of our district theme…Grace, 

Faith, Peace, Joy, Hope.)Through Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, we have Christ in us. Therefore, we live, walk 

and act as He would, living the Word as life unfolds day to day.   
 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

(Romans 5:1-2) 

 

 

PAPER MAGIC 

Materials:  One half of an 8 ½ by 11-inch sheet of paper for each participant . Also have a list of current 

mission grants 

You each have a simple, plain piece of paper.  It is not very interesting or valuable all by itself.  In fact, many of 

us throw away paper like this each day.  Let’s follow a few directions and make this plain paper a bit more 

interesting. 

*First, lay the paper on the table in front of you so it is longer than it is wide. 

*Now fold it in half length-wise making a long skinny rectangle with the fold along the left side. 

*You need to make one more fold. Imagine the left edge is divided into thirds. Keeping the left edges lined up, 

fold down the top third. You now have a shorter rectangle with a fold along the top and a fold along the left 

side. 

*Next, draw a line about one inch from the edge of paper along the top and left sides where the folds are. 

*Put an X in the bottom right rectangle where there are no folds. 

*Along the line you drew, tear away the bottom right rectangle containing the X. 

*Finally, open the paper and see what you have made. You should see a cross 

Crosses are a common sight. They decorate book covers and walls or sit on shelves.  Many of us wear them as 

jewelry. They are reminders of the great gift of salvation we receive through Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Use this new cross as a reminder of our mission outreach through mites. On one side, write three LWML 
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mission grant recipients. Every time you open your Bible and see this cross, say a prayer for the work and safety 

of those serving in the places you listed. Add more mission grant recipients to the cross each month. 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for 

our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim 

it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let 

your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

Colossians 4:2-6 

Dear Father, We come to You with hearts filled with thanks for all You give us. Bless our mite offering 

and those who will receive it. Give us all opportunities to tell of Your love. Give us the words to say and 

bless our efforts so that our conversations season the lives of others with Your peace and joy.  In Jesus’ 

saving name we pray. Amen 

      #14990 Gracious Gifts-written by Martha Hartiwig-LWML-2005. Excerpt.  
 

 

Young Women Representatives Selected 

 

                                                         
   Jennifer Scheel, YWR from Laramie, Wyoming                     Karen Lininger, YWR from Riverton, Wyoming 

 

These two young women will attend the 33
rd

 Biennial LWML Convention in Portland, Ore., June 25-28, 2009. 

to represent the Wyoming District.  

 

Jennifer Scheel lives in Laramie, Wyo., and is a member of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church & Campus Center.  

She works full-time as a Real Estate Loan Processor for First National Bank of Wyoming and is also the part-

time church secretary at St. Andrews. She is an active member of the church choir and occasionally plays the 

flute for worship services. Jennifer recently became a member of LWML and participates in a bi-weekly Bible 

study.  She spends much of her free time reading, listening to music, writing, and traveling to spend time with 

her family, especially her niece and two nephews.   

 

When asked why Jennifer wanted to be a YWR, she replied, “I feel a need to reach out to other women.  I feel 

that by sharing some of my life experiences, I can be a testament of God’s love and grace to other women.” 

 

Karen Lininger lives in Riverton, Wyo. She is a member of Trinity Lutheran, and she teaches in the school at 

Trinity.  This is her first year as an LWML member, but she attended and volunteered for LWML activities 

while in high school and college. She also is a member of the choir, and participates and brings food for various 

church functions. 

 

Karen said she wanted to be a YWR because “I believe that it is very important for young women to be 

involved in their church and organizations that do so much to spread God’s Word. I want to be a part of this.” 
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Young Women in Mission 
LOOK! Look at the date! It’s almost time for our Young Women Representatives to leave for the 2009 

National LWML Convention in Portland, Oregon! What a blessing our district has to be able to send two YWRs 

to this year’s convention: Jennifer Scheel and Karen Lininger. Both of these ladies came with outstanding 

references, and tremendous enthusiasm for the mission and vision of the LWML. Please pray for them as they 

travel to Portland and take part in the activities there. In addition, they will need your prayers as they return to 

our district and assume their duties on the Committee on Young Women. 
 
It’s not too early to begin thinking about selecting a Young Women Representative from your society or zone to 

attend the Wyoming District Convention in 2010. Choosing your representative now will give you an 

opportunity to mentor her in LWML leadership. Shop LWML has some resources on how to mentor these 

young women in your congregation. Just go to www.lwml.org , choose the LWML Store link at the top of the 

page, and enter “Mentoring” into the search box once you enter the online store. These young women are the 

future of Lutheran Women in Mission!  

 

If your society or zone is not actively involved in young women’s ministry, I am available for assistance 

(Jennifer and Karen will be available to help, too, after they return from convention). You can also utilize the 

online resources offered by national LWML (www.lwml.org  - click on Resources, then Young Women) and 

our district (http://wy.lcms.org/Pres/LWML - click on Young Women in Wyoming).  

With gladness, 

Lori J. Lewis, Committee on Young Women Assistant 
 

 

www…Wyoming Web Wonders  

The Wyoming District LWML Web site is like a toddlerτgrowing and changing faster than I can keep up with!  Be sure to 
navigate to these new or updated pages: 
 
Mission Grants (http://wy.lcms.org/Pres/LWML/Wyoming_District_Missions.htm): This page will lead you to resources 
on submitting a mission grant proposal, as well as the 2008-2010 PowerPak, which you can use in your society meetings 
as a reminder of where our mighty mites are going! A complete list of the 2008-2010 mission grants is also available, 
along with the most recent update on amounts paid to each grant. 
 
News (http://wy.lcms.org/Pres/LWML/News.htm): Stay updated with the most recent district and national LWML news 
on this page.  
 
Spiritual Resource Newsletter (http://wy.lcms.org/Pres/LWML/District%20Newsletter.htm): The most recent Spiritual 
Resource Newsletter, as well as an archive list, is available for you to print and share with your societies and zones.  
 
Contact Us (http://wy.lcms.org/Pres/LWML/ContactUs.htm): Your district and zone officers are available for you to 
contact with questions, comments, or concerns. Feel free to access this Web page, and click on the e-mail address listed 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊκŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƴƻǘŜΦ 
 
If you have any ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ƻǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ όōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
have to go to the Contact Us page to get my e-mail address!).  

In Him, 
Lori J. Lewis, Wyoming District Webmaster 

 

 

Editorôs Note: The next edition of Wyoming District LWML Spiritual Resource Newsletter will be the Fall 2009. 

Please email any articles for this to Christina Counselor, critiqchristina@yahoo.com  by Sept. 21, 2009. 
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