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August 4, 2009

Dear brothers in Office,

Greetings in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

This year’s Fall Pastoral Conference will be held October 5 -7 (Monday — Wednesday) at
Mount Hope Lutheran Church in Casper, WY.

The speaker is Dr. Robert Weise, professor of practical theology, Concordia Seminary in St.
Louis, Missouri. His theme is: A Theology of the Body in a Brave New World.

Enclosed you will find a Conference Information Sheet, Schedule, information about our
Speaker and theme, and the minutes from our last conference. Please be aware that this is a
combined Pastor/Teacher conference, and various laymen and laywomen from our District
will be present.

We wish to highlight the following:

1.

Conference Registration is $45 for each parish. The registration cost is included in the
annual District assessment. There is no need to bring a check to pay for registration nor
will they be accepted as it generates unnecessary paperwork for the district office.

Items to be provided by attendees in advance of the Conference include: Written reports for
any boards or committees that you will be submitting to the conference and any overtures that
you would like considered during conference business.

The dates for the 2010 Spring Conference are May 3-5, 2010. The location will be
determined during the Fall conference at Mount Hope. Pastors will vote on the location
from those who submit their congregation’s name. Please consider volunteering your
congregation to host the Spring Conference.

All of the enclosed and much more can also be found at the “Pastoral Conference” area of the
District website: http://wy.lcms.org/pastoralconference/main.htm

We look forward to seeing you in Casper on October 5™. If you have any questions, please
contact us.

Rev. Allen Strawn, Committee Secretary

Rev. Kenneth Mars, Chairman (308) 235-2582 krmars@juno.com
Rev. Allen Strawn, Secretary (308) 262-0424 stpaulpastor@alloisp.com
Rev. Gerald Paul, Program Committee (307) 883-1012 chiro@silverstar.com

Rev. Darren Pflughoeft, Program Committee | (307) 682-4886 stpauls@wyoming.com
Rev. Paul Cain, District Worship Chair (307) 674-6435 revpaulcain@gmail.com
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ABOUT OUR SPEAKER
Rev. Dr. Robert Weise (M.S., M.Div., Ph.D.)

Rev. Dr. Weise of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri will be speaking to the
conference on the following theme:

A Theology of the Body in a Brave New World
The Sessions Outline is as follows:
1. Theological Thinking in a Topsy-Turvy Biotech World
2. Have Adam and Eve Left the Building? Procreation to Reproduction

3. The Art of 0Cel | i ngSiem Cal Debate dnd WhatTithVieansCtd ben i n g
Human

4. Always Caring and Never Killing: Dying in Christ
5. Marriage: Same-Sex, Group, or One-Flesh Union

Robert Weise was born in St. Louis, Missouri. He received a
B.S. in Education from Eastern lllinois University in 1967, a M.S.
and a Ph.D. from the University of lllinois in 1970 and 1973,
respectively. Upon completion of his Ph.D., he taught at Kansas
State University from 1972-73 before becoming a research
associate at Wayne State University from 1973-74 and an
assistant professor of Clinical Hematology at Wayne State
University School of Medicine 1974-1978.

Dr. Weise completed his M.Div. at Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis in 1982. His first call was to Zion Lutheran Church at
Bunker Hill, lllinois where he served from 1982-85. He served
as senior pastor at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School in
Springfield, lllinois from 1985-92 before receiving the call as
associate professor, Concordia Seminary in 1992. Currently, Dr. Al
Weise is professor at Concordia Seminary. Since 1992, he has held The Lutheran
Foundation of St. Louis Chair in Pastoral Ministry and the Life Sciences.

Dr. Weise has written several Bible studies published by Concordia Publishing House and
several scholarly articles. He is married to his wife, Janice. Their marriage is blessed with 5
daughters and 6 grandchildren. He is currently completing a book titled: The Reconstruction
of Mankind (Where Science and Theology Meet in a Biotech World).



Monday, October 5"
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SCHEDULE

12:00 pm | 12:50 pm | Registration at Mount Hope
1:00 pm | 1:40 pm Service of Prayer and Preaching
1:45pm | 2:00 pm Welcome & Overview
2.00pm | 3:30 pm Session #1 — Dr. Robert Weise Theological Thinking in a Topsy-

Turvy Biotech World
3:30pm | 3:40 pm Break
3:45pm | 4:25pm District President’s Report
4:25pm | 4:40 pm Conference Business
4:40 pm | 4:45pm A Closing Prayer

[Break for Supper]

7:00pm | 8:30 pm | Divine Service at Mount Hope

Tuesday, October 6"

8:00am | 8:40 am Morning Prayer

8:45am | 10:05am | Session #2 — Dr. Robert Weise Have Adam and Eve Left the
Building? Procreation to Reproduction

10:05am | 10:15am | Break

10:20 am | 11:40 am | Session #3 — Dr. Robert Weise The Art of o0Cel
Cloning-Stem Cell Debate and What it Means to be Human

11:40 am | 12:00 pm | District Reports

12:00 pm | 12:20 pm | Conference Business

12:20 pm | 12:30 pm | Daily Prayer: Noon
[Break for Afternoon/Evening Activities]

9:00pm | 9:30 pm | Compline (To Be Announced)

Wednesday, October 7"

8:00am | 8:40 am Matins

8:45am | 9:15am District President’s Report (continued)

9:15am | 10:30 am | Session #4 — Dr. Robert Weise Always Caring and Never Killing:
Dying in Christ

10:30 am | 10:40 am | Break

10:45am | 11:45am | Session #5 — Dr. Robert Weise Marriage: Same-Sex, Group, or
One-Flesh Union

11:45am | 12:15 pm | Conference Business

12:15 pm | 12:30 pm | Responsive Prayer 2

Happy Trails!
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CONFERENCE SITE INFORMATION
DIRECTIONS

Mount Hope is located at 2300 Hickory St. adjacent to the
District Office. See the attached map for directions.

HOTELS

While most are already familiar with the motel scene in
Casper, the following hotels are perhaps the most widely ’%

utilized by those attending pastoral conferences and | % "
other District events in Casper: 3 i
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821 N. Poplar St. (307) 266-2400 A
Ask for the Wyoming District LCMS rate (!
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e Best Western Ramkota = b 7
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http://www.parwayplaz.net

5 Popia

&.—-
o/
B

%

W 13th St

+

\
|
!
|
|
!
|
ch

2

Pﬂp,‘ar St
(ndy
&
£

S|

e Super 8 (near Mount Hope)
3838 CY Ave. (307) 266-3480

Other hotels can be found online or through the Casper tourism and visitor bureau link:
http://www.casperwyoming.info/

RESTAURANTS
Nearly all the main restaurant choices are on CY Ave, near the above hotels, on Poplar Ave., downtown, or
near Eastridge Mall.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
In addition to plans for the traditional golf outing, some other recreational opportunities are in the works.
Other activities can be found online at http://www.casperwyoming.info/
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Minutes of the
Wyoming District Fall Pastoral Conference
Mount Hope Lutheran Church i Casper, Wyoming
October 6" i 8", 2008

October 6"

Opening Welcora and Introductioin Rev. Marcus Zill

PresentaionlRev. Dr . Thomas Winger AThe Orality of Sc
PresentaionPRev. Dr . Thomas Winger AA Liturgical Eccl

Conference Business

e Amotonwasmadeandseemded to designate the Divine ser)
missionary work in Sierra Leone. Approved. $369.00 was collected.

¢ In compliance with district guidelines, a slate of different conference committees is being prepared
by the three regnal vicepresidents for election on Wednesday during conference business.

e Greetings from Rev. Tim Klug were relayed to the conference via Rev. Dan Mulholland.

e An update on Rev. Robert Oberheu was given.

e Thanks was given to Kantor Steven Hoffman fonpiag the music in the Divine Service.

The Divine Service was held at Mount Hope with the Rev. Dr. Thomas Winger as the preacher.

October 7"
PresentationBRev. Dr . Thomas Winger AEphesians, Baptis
Presentaton#Rev.DrThomas Wi nger fAThe Office of the Minis

Di strict PrieReviRichkadiBacse Repor t
e Updated district directories are available.
e 2009 district convention packets have been mailed to each congregation.
e Two hours wi be set aside to discuss the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Finance at the district
convention.
Rev. Larry Sipe, Ms. Karen Linniger, and Vicar GBempnenscheimwere introduced.
An update on the medical and family conditions of various pastors in thet distsi given.
An update on district and synodical call activity was provided.
All but 1 or 2 of the 2008 Spring candidates from the seminaries have been placed.
Assistance with hurricane relief in Texas is needed.
Pr. John Hill, the new district edation chairman, was introduced.
Pr. Terry Wiley, continuing education chairman, announced the Neh9 tlass in Thermopolis
entitled, fAGodés Blue Eartho by Prof. Arand.
e Pr. Richard Neugebauer, constitution chairman, announced that congregatioratioonsti
guidelines are available.
e Mr. Jeff Snyder gave an update on the Concordia Plans.
¢ Thanks was given to all who helped make the conference possible.



October 7" Continued

District Reports
e Rev. Brad Heinecke presented CMS reports and actioftieious facilitators.
e Rev. Dan Holthus presented CMS reports and activities of various facilitators.

Conference Business
¢ Rev. Robert Shonholz, development officer from Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne,
Indiana greeted the conference andegav update of activity at the seminary.
e A summary of the letter sent by Mr. Dennis A. Clauss, Chair for the LCMS Board of
Communication Services, regarding the cancell
is attached to the minutes.

October 8"
PresentaionbRev. Dr . Thomas Winger ASubordination & A
District Stewardship Presentatibfres. Richard Boche

Conference Business
e Election of conference committee. Two slates proposed. Ensigth Mars, Allen Strawn, Gerald
Paul and Darren Pflughoeft were elected.
e Resolution to AForm a commi ssion/ committee t
o Called to question. Seconded. Passed.
o The vote on the resolution was held. A division intibase was called.
0 Resolution passed 23 to 12.
e Mr. Jeff Snyder addressed the convention regarding the cost to hold districts conventions.
e Thanks to Pr. John Hill, Pr. Paul Cain, Kantor Steven Hoffman, the Headwaters Circuit and Mount
Hope LutheranCharh  f or hosting the pastorsdéd conferen
e Thanks to current conference committee was expressed by the conference.

Conference Attendance: 53. Excused absences: David Anderson, Vernon Boehlke, Chris Brandt, James
Dittman, Ron Garwood, Phillip Gvenstein, Lowell Kayser, Robattberhey Don Rieman, Lee Wisroth

Submitted by
Rev. Kenneth Marg Conference Secretary



